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ETERNAL REEFS HEALS FAMILIES AND THE CHESAPEAKE, APRIL 20
On Friday, April 20, 2012 over 40 family members will gather in a shipyard to memorialize four loved ones in Reef Balls that look like huge, concrete wiffle balls.  Family members will mix cremated remains with special concrete into reef balls which will be then placed in the Chesapeake Bay to replenish dwindling reef systems. 
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This photo shows marine growth after just four years….reef balls are just as therapeutic and healing for families because they send their loved ones to a final ocean resting place, where they can be part of the environmental solution. 

During the casting, family and friends memorialize their loved one by placing handprints in the cement and decorate the reef ball with other memorabilia and plaques. The casting will take place at Kentmorr Marina on Kent Island (910 Kentmorr Road Stevensville, MD 21666).
Quick Facts: 

· Atlanta-based Eternal Reefs has offered underwater burial at sea in an artificial reef called a “Memorial Reef” since 1998.  Eternal Reefs is the only company in the United States to combine an individual’s cremated remains with eco-friendly cast concrete to form a designed reef called a reef ball, creating a new marine habitat for fish and other forms of sea life and allowing a new ecosystem to develop. 

· Each individual memorial reef comes with a bronze plaque attached to the memorial reef and two memorial certificates.  The smallest reef is two feet high and three feet wide and weighs 600 pounds. The largest is four feet high and six feet wide and weighs 4,000 pounds.  Over 1,500 Memorial Reefs have been placed off the coasts of Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Maryland, New Jersey, Virginia and Texas.   

· An astonishing 45 percent of families that have chosen cremation still have their loved ones remains sitting on a shelf or in a closet.  Thousands of individuals pass away unexpectedly and don’t leave a will, leaving the next generation to handle their remains.  Eternal Reefs offers a final resting place for these individuals.   

· With every Memorial Reef, the executor of the estate receives two memorial certificates that identify the longitude and latitude of the memorials, which are marked with bronze plaques.  Loved ones can participate in every step of the Memorial Reef process and gather for the reef casting, viewing and placement ceremonies.  Throughout the years, families and friends often return to the memorial reef site to dive, fish or visit by boat.   

About Eternal Reefs Inc.

Eternal Reefs, Inc. is an Atlanta-based company that provides a creative, environmentally-enhancing way to memorialize the cremated remains of a loved one. The company incorporates cremated remains into a concrete mixture used to cast artificial reef formations. The artificial reefs are dedicated as permanent memorials while also bolstering natural coastal reef formations. Since 1998, the company has placed more than 1,500 Memorial Reefs in 20 locations off the coasts of Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Maryland, New Jersey, Texas and Virginia, substantially increasing the ocean’s diminishing reef systems.  Memorial reefs can only go in properly permitted locations by the US Government.  Contact Eternal Reefs Inc. at: www.eternalreefs.com
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